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Fossil beetles show true colours

At their brilliant best, the colours of beetles can make the insects look like the\ are

made of some precious metal.

BXW ZheQ WheVe beeWOeV die aQd becRPe fRVViOiVed, hRZ PXch Rf WhaW iUideVceQW beaXW\ iV

SUeVeUYed?

IW iV a TXeVWiRQ WhaW haV beeQ SX]]OiQg DU MaUia McNaPaUa fURP YaOe UQiYeUViW\.

HeU PicURVcRSic stud\ of ancient beetles has shown hRZ aQ\ UeWaiQed cRORXUV ZiOO be VXbWO\

aOWeUed. BOXeV iQ Oife ZiOO becRPe gUeeQV iQ deaWh, iW VeePV.

IW iV a faVciQaWiQg RbVeUYaWiRQ becaXVe iW PeaQV VcieQWiVWV caQ Va\ ZiWh gUeaWeU cRQfideQce

ZhaW a cUeaWXUe UeaOO\ ORRNed OiNe PiOOiRQV Rf \eaUV agR.

AQd WhaW cRORXU iQfRUPaWiRQ cRXOd be YeU\ UeYeaOiQg abRXW Whe Za\ a SaUWicXOaU beeWOe OiYed iWV

Oife.

"TheVe NiQdV Rf cRORXUV haYe ORWV Rf YiVXaO fXQcWiRQV," e[SOaiQed DU McNaPaUa, ZhR iV aOVR

affiOiaWed ZiWh UQiYeUViW\ CROOege DXbOiQ.

By Jonathan Amos
ScieQce cRUUeVSRQdeQW, BBC NeZV



2/27/12 BBC NeZV - FoVVil beeWleV VhoZ WUXe coloXUV

2/3ZZZ.bbc.co.Xk/neZV/Vcience-enYiUonmenW-15095976

"The\ PighW fXQcWiRQ iQ cRPPXQicaWiRQ, fRU e[aPSOe, RU iQ WheUPR-UegXOaWiRQ. AQd VR iW'V

iPSRUWaQW WR be abOe WR UecRQVWUXcW WheP SURSeUO\ VR WhaW Ze caQ Va\ ZhaW WhRVe RUgaQiVPV

ZeUe XViQg Whe cRORXUV fRU iQ Whe fiUVW SOace," Vhe WROd BBC NeZV.

The VSecWacXOaU cRORXUV Ze Vee iQ PaQ\ beeWOeV aUe Whe UeVXOW Rf Whe Za\ OighW iQWeUacWV ZiWh

Whe YeU\ fiQe Oa\eUV Rf PaWeUiaO WhaW PaNe XS WheiU cXWicOe, RU e[RVNeOeWRQ.

FabXORXVO\ VPaOO VWUXcWXUeV iQ WhiV chiWiQ PaWeUiaO ZiOO beQd aQd UefOecW OighW WR eQhaQce

SaUWicXOaU ZaYeOeQgWhV.

DU McNaPaUa aQd heU cROOeagXeV e[aPiQed Whe cXWicOeV Rf a YaUieW\ Rf fRVViO beeWOeV UaQgiQg iQ

age fURP 15 WR 47 PiOOiRQ \eaUV ROd.

The WeaP XVed SRZeUfXO aQaO\WicaO WRROV VXch aV eOecWURQ PicURVcRSeV WR deWeUPiQe hRZ Whe

OighW-cRQWUROOiQg SURSeUWieV iQ WheVe aQcieQW UePaiQV had beeQ affecWed b\ Whe SURceVV Rf fRVViO

SUeVeUYaWiRQ, iQ Zhich Whe aWRPV aQd PROecXOeV Rf WiVVXeV caQ be UePRYed RU UeSOaced.

WhaW Whe gURXS fRXQd ZaV WhaW Whe VWUXcWXUeV ZeUe VWiOO SUeVeQW bXW WhaW WheiU chePiVWU\, QRW

XQe[SecWedO\, had beeQ chaQged.

AQd Whe cRQVeTXeQce Rf WhiV chePiVWU\ aOWeUaWiRQ ZaV WR "UedVhifW" cRORXUV WR ORQgeU

ZaYeOeQgWhV. A OiYe YiROeW-cRORXUed beeWOe ZRXOd ORRN bOXe ZheQ fRVViOiVed; a bOXe RQe ZRXOd

WaNe RQ a gUeeQ hXe afWeU beiQg bXUied iQ Whe gURXQd fRU PiOOiRQV Rf \eaUV, aQd VR RQ.

"WhaW acWXaOO\ haSSeQV iV - Whe UefUacWiYe iQde[ Rf Whe cXWicOe chaQgeV," e[SOaiQed DU

McNaPaUa.

"ThiV iV a PeaVXUe Rf hRZ PXch Whe OighW iV beQW. ThiV PeaQV Whe chePiVWU\ PXVW haYe chaQged

becaXVe Whe UefUacWiYe iQde[ iQ a PaWeUiaO ZiOO deSeQd RQ ZhaW iW'V Pade fURP."

The UeVeaUcheU caXWiRQV WhaW Whe degUee Rf UedVhifWiQg diffeUed VOighWO\ fURP VSeciPeQ WR

VSeciPeQ, aQd WhaW Whe beeWOeV heU WeaP VWXdied aOO caPe fURP ViPiOaU OaNe VediPeQWV. OWheU

W\SeV Rf VediPeQW PighW VhRZ diffeUeQW UeVXOWV, Vhe added.

The stud\ is reported in the Ro\al Societ\'s Proceedings B journal.
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