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FanV of pUehiVWoUic VkeWcheV can noZ coloU in WheiU faYoUiWe ancienW bXgV ZiWh leVV gXeVVZoUk. ModeUn inVecWV fUom

beeWleV Wo bXWWeUflieV aUe famoXV foU WheiU meWallic hXeV. TheVe inWUicaWe and ofWen iUideVcenW coloU paWWeUnV VWem fUom

Win\ VWUXcWXUal WZeakV along Whe cUiWWeU'V oXWeU e[oVkeleWonV, VXch aV alWeUnaWing la\eUV of XlWUa-Whin WiVVXe WhaW

boXnce lighW in diffeUenW diUecWionV. Man\ foVVil beeWleV aUe VimilaUl\ coloUfXl, bXW VcienWiVWV ZeUen'W VXUe hoZ Whe

foVVili]aWion pUoceVV ma\ haYe changed WheiU WinWV. To geW aW WhiV coloU conXndUXm, UeVeaUcheUV e[amined Whe

nanoVWUXcWXUeV of old bXgV, daWing fUom aboXW 15 million Wo 50 million \eaUV ago, XndeU Whe micUoVcope. SXUe

enoXgh, man\ of Whe beeWleV had diffeUenW coloUV Whan WheiU e[oVkeleWon VWUXcWXUe Veemed Wo indicaWe, Whe gUoXp

UepoUWV online WhiV Zeek in Whe Proceedings of the Ro\al Societ\ B. The\ conclXde WhaW molecXlaU changeV dXUing

foVVili]aWion likel\ pXVhed Whe beeWleV' coloUing WoZaUd Whe Ued end of Whe coloU VpecWUXm, WXUning a noUmall\ \elloZ

beeWle moUe oUange, foU e[ample. 

See more ScienceShots.
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